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Abstract: Teaching grammar to young learners requires an engaging, interactive, and creative 
approach that captures their interest and facilitates understanding. This paper explores various 
effective methods for conducting grammar lessons that make learning enjoyable and meaningful. 
These methods include contextualizing grammar through storytelling, incorporating games for 
engagement, using songs and rhymes for repetition, employing interactive activities, using visual 
aids, modeling and drills, integrating technology, encouraging peer collaboration, connecting 
grammar to real-life situations, and scaffolding instruction. Each method aims to provide a holistic 
learning experience that ensures young learners grasp and apply grammatical concepts effectively. 
 
 
 
Keywords: grammar teaching; young learners; storytelling; games; songs; interactive learning; 
visual aids; scaffolding; peer collaboration; technology in education. 
 
 
 
How to cite: Popa, Ana Maria. "Methods of Conducting a Grammar Lesson for Young Learners." 
LiBRI. Linguistic and Literary Broad Research and Innovation, vol. 9, no. 1, 2020. 
https://doi.org/10.70594/libri/9.1/4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

©2020 Published by EduSoft Publishing.  

This is an open-access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license  

38 

https://orcid.org/0009-0003-4339-3035
https://doi.org/10.70594/libri/10.1/1


Ana Maria Popa - Methods of Conducting a Grammar Lesson for Young Learners 
 

1. Introduction 
Teaching grammar to young learners presents unique challenges and 

opportunities. Unlike adults, young learners require methods that are engaging, 
interactive, and developmentally appropriate. Traditional grammar instruction, often 
reliant on rote memorization and direct rule presentation, may not effectively meet 
the needs of young students. Instead, grammar lessons should be designed to 
captivate learners' attention, encourage active participation, and make abstract 
concepts more concrete and relatable.  

This paper explores various methods for conducting grammar lessons for 
young learners, focusing on techniques that enhance understanding and application. 
These methods include contextualization through storytelling, game-based learning,  
songs and rhymes, interactive activities, visual aids, technology, collaborative 
learning, and real-life applications, all supported by a scaffolded instructional 
approach. (Cameron, 2001:46) 

Effective grammar teaching to young learners involves more than presenting 
rules and structures; it demands a creative approach that engages their interest, 
encourages active participation, and simplifies abstract concepts. The key to 
successful grammar instruction lies in context, interaction, and engagement, 
ensuring that learning is both effective and enjoyable. This paper explores  various 
methods designed to enhance the understanding and application of grammatical 
concepts among young learners. 

 
2. Contextualizing grammar through stories 
One of the most effective methods for introducing grammar to young 

learners is through storytelling. Stories provide a meaningful context for grammar 
rules and help learners understand how language functions in real-life scenarios. By 
embedding grammar within  a narrative, children are more likely to internalize the 
structures being taught. 

For example, consider introducing the past tense through a simple story. A 
teacher might read a short tale about a character's actions and then ask the students 
to identify verbs in the past tense. This approach not only reinforces the grammar 
rule but also demonstrates its practical use in communication. To increase 
engagement, teachers can encourage students to act out scenes from the story, 
reinforcing the grammar point through both visual and kinesthetic learning. 

 
3. Incorporating games for engagement 
Games play a vital role in making grammar lessons enjoyable and engaging 

for young learners. These activities create a dynamic, playful environment where 
students can practice grammar without the pressure of traditional drills. 
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Popular grammar games include Grammar Bingo, where students match 
sentences with the correct grammar point (e.g., subject-verb agreement), and 
Flashcard Games, where learners practice sentence structure or parts of speech. 
Additionally, Charades can be adapted to focus on grammar by having students act 
out sentences while their peers identify the verb tense or grammatical structure being 
used. These games encourage repetition in a low-stress context and allow for 
creative exploration of grammar.(Wright, 2006:90) 

  
4. Using songs and rhymes for repetition 
Songs and rhymes are powerful tools in language learning, particularly when 

teaching grammar. Children are naturally drawn to music, and the repetitive nature 
of songs helps reinforce grammatical structures. Songs can be used to teach anything 
from verb tenses to sentence structure. (Phillips, 1993:77) 

For instance, a song about daily routines can teach the present simple tense. 
The rhythmic and repetitive nature of a song makes it easier for children to 
remember grammar rules and apply them correctly. Teachers can also create their 
own catchy rhymes or chants to highlight specific grammar points, making the 
learning process both enjoyable and memorable. 

​  
5. Interactive activities for active learning 
Interactive activities allow young learners to engage with grammar concepts 

directly and in a hands-on way. These activities move beyond traditional grammar 
exercises and provide opportunities for students to apply their knowledge in creative 
and meaningful ways. 

Sentence building exercises are a great example. Students might be given a 
set of words or phrases and asked to form grammatically correct sentences. 
Alternatively, word order games challenge students to rearrange scrambled sentences 
into their proper form. Fill-in-the-blank activities provide controlled practice, 
helping students internalize grammar rules by completing sentences with the correct 
grammatical elements. These activities give children the chance to practice grammar 
actively, helping to reinforce their understanding. 

 
6. Using visual aids to simplify concepts 
Visual aids are essential for teaching grammar to young learners. By 

visualizing grammatical structures, children can better understand abstract concepts. 
Tools like charts, posters, and color-coded sentences are particularly helpful in 
illustrating complex grammar points, such as subject-verb agreement, verb tenses, or 
articles. 
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For example, a teacher might use displaying different verb tenses, 
accompanied by images that explain their meaning. Additionally, picture sequencing 
can help students describe actions in the correct grammatical order, providing both a 
visual and linguistic context for the grammar point.  Associating grammar with 
visual elements gives students a clearer understanding of how language works. 

 
7. Modeling and drills for reinforcement 
Modeling the target grammar structure is crucial for helping young learners 

understand how it works in context. Teachers should begin by clearly demonstrating 
the grammar rule, providing multiple examples, and explaining how and why the 
rule is applied. (Harmer, 2015:25) 

Once students grasp the rule, they can practice through drills and repetition. 
Start with controlled activities, such as sentence completion or gap-filling exercises, 
before transitioning to freer practice where students create their own sentences. This 
gradual release of responsibility helps students move from understanding to applying 
the grammar rule independently. 

 
8. The use of technology for interactive learning 
Technology has become an invaluable tool in the language classroom. 

Educational apps and websites offer interactive lessons tailored to young learners' 
levels, making grammar practice more engaging. Many platforms gamify the 
learning experience, motivating students to complete grammar exercises in a fun 
way. Examples include Duolingo, Grammaropolis, Live worksheets, ISL Collective, 
and Khan Academy Kids. These platforms provide interactive exercises with instant 
feedback, engaging students' learning experience. . 

Interactive whiteboards can also be used to demonstrate grammar rules and 
engage students in collaborative activities. For example, students can take turns 
writing or correcting sentences on the board, actively participating in the learning 
process. 

 
9. Peer and Group work for collaborative learning 
Young learners benefit greatly from collaborative learning, as it allows them 

to practice grammar in a social context. Pair work or small group activities 
encourage students to use grammar during conversation and peer interaction. For 
example, students can work together to create stories or complete grammar 
exercises, sharing ideas and correcting each other's mistakes. This approach not only 
reinforces their understanding of grammar but also builds teamwork and 
communication skills. (Nation, 2009:38) 
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10. Connecting grammar to real-life situations 
To make grammar meaningful, it is essential to connect grammar lessons to 

real-life situations relevant to young learners. Teachers should encourage students to 
discuss their everyday experiences, such as their routines, hobbies, or family while 
using the target grammar structure. This approach helps students see the practical 
application of grammar in their own lives, making  the learning process more 
engaging and relevant. 

 
11. Scaffolding grammar instructions 
Effective grammar instruction requires a scaffolded approach, where new 

concepts are introduced gradually. Teachers should start with simple, foundational 
grammar points and build upon them over time. Providing multiple examples,ample  
practice opportunities, and ongoing support ensures that students develop a solid 
understanding of each grammar point before progressing  to more complex 
structures. (Ellis, 2008:75) 

By using a scaffolded approach, teachers help students gain confidence and 
competence in their grammar skills, laying the groundwork for long-term success. . 
By incorporating storytelling, games, songs, interactive activities, visual aids, and 
technology, teachers can create an environment where grammar is not only 
understood but also enjoyed. Scaffolded learning, peer collaboration, and real-life 
application further enhance students' ability to internalize grammar rules and use 
them effectively in their communication. Ultimately, the key to success lies in 
making grammar lessons engaging, meaningful, and enjoyable for young learners, 
ensuring that they develop strong language foundations that will serve them well in 
their academic and communicative lives. (Pinter, 2017:40) 
 

12. Conclusion 
Teaching grammar to young learners requires a diverse and dynamic 

approach that prioritizes engagement and contextual learning. Methods such as 
storytelling, games, songs, interactive activities, and visual aids make grammar 
instruction accessible and enjoyable. Integrating technology and fostering 
collaborative learning further enhance the effectiveness of lessons. Connecting 
grammar instruction to real-life situations ensures students its practical value. By 
adopting these methods and scaffolding instruction appropriately, educators can help 
young learners build a solid foundation in grammar, fostering their confidence and 
competence in language use. 
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